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A CONFIDENT FAITH FOR CONTROVERSIAL TIMES

17. “Once for All…You Can Count On It!”

Scripture: Hebrews 10:1 - 18
Theme:  “By the power of the Holy Spirit, believers inherit the results of Christ’s perfect obedience!”
Introduction

Many people today are trying to live their lives as Christians with only half of the Gospel. Ask them: “What does it mean to be saved?” and in most cases you will hear an answer like this: “Jesus died on the cross for my sins. So there will be a place for me in Heaven!” Then ask them: “Why did God do this? And most of them will quote John 3:16: “For God so loved the world…” “Jesus came to die because God loves me, so I can go to heaven when I die!”
Yet, for these same Christians, all too often they live daily feeling that even though God says He loves them, He’s  sick to His stomach at them because of their failure to live up to His standards. Sadly, more often than not, it’s not necessarily God’s standards that they are trying to keep, but regulations imposed on them by themselves or by other people.
Christians who live with this bondage intellectually believe the biblical teaching that God loves them, but emotionally they do not feal in their hearts, that God accepts them. Instead of knowing God and resting in His acceptance, God’s loving grace becomes very academic and distant in daily living.

In this chapter of Hebrews, the writer reveals, more of the amazing inheritance that Christians have received in Jesus Christ because of His sacrifice. God took all our sins and placed them on Jesus, we are fully forgiven. But that’s only half of the Good News. God also took Jesus’ perfect obedient life – His righteousness – and gave it to us. The truth is, that because of Jesus, God sees us as totally acceptable and righteous in His sight – right-now – not because of what we do, but because of what Christ has done for us.
Perhaps the most destructive force in human experience is living under conditional love and conditional acceptance. That is, “I love you if…, I’ll accept you if…” But because of our inheritance in Jesus, God’s unconditional love and His unconditional acceptance belong to us because. “We have been made holy through the sacrifice of the Body of Jesus Christ once and for all.” (Heb. 10:10). Think of it, we have been made holy…once and for all, we can count on it.
I. Recognize The Problem with the Old Sacrifices. (Hebrews 10:1 – 4)
1. Why is the law with its sacrificial rituals insufficient? (10:1)
· Knowing how a shadow is produced, how could you say that the law is a “shadow of reality?”

· Where is true reality?

2. How does the author of Hebrews prove that the law was inadequate? (10:2)

· Why do you think Christians still feel guilt when God says He forgives and forgets their transgressions?
3. What was one positive function of the annual Old Testament sacrifice? (10:3)

· If it is “impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins,” then why did God institute the sacrificial system? (Gal. 3:19)

4. How successful were animal sacrifices under the old covenant? (10:4)

II. Realize the Promises Resulting from Jesus’ Obedience to God? 
(10:5 – 6)

1. Why wasn’t God pleased with the sacrifices and offerings of the old covenant? (10:5 – 6)

· In what ways does Christ replace the inadequate sacrifices of the law?

· What is more important to God than sacrifices and religious rituals? 
(1 Sam. 15:22)

2. What evidence of the futility and emptiness of the old covenant did the author cite? (10:8)

· If God neither desired nor was pleased with old covenant sacrifices, why did the Israelites make them? (10:8)

3. How are Jesus’ obedience and our holiness connected? (10:7, 9 – 10)
· How do these verses (10:9 – 10) help you better understand Jesus’ statements in Matthew 5:17 – 20?

· What dual function did Jesus accomplish through His body? 

(10:9 – 10)

III. Rely on the Provision of Jesus’ Perfect Offering (Heb. 10:11 – 18)

1. How does the writer contrast the Levitical priests with the Priesthood of Jesus? (10:11 – 12)

2. What did Jesus’ single act of dying accomplish for those who put their trust in Him? (10:13 – 14)

· In what sense have we “been made Holy” (10:10) while at the same time “are being made Holy?” (10:14)

· How does verse 10:14 answer the question: “Can we lose our salvation?”

3. How did the New Covenant change the way God motivates His people to live for Him? (10:15 – 16)
4. What effect did the sacrifice of Christ have on the way God views our sins? (10:17 – 18)

Application
1. Knowing that in Christ God declares you “perfect,” what are areas in your character that He wants you to turn over to Him?

2. Based on what you have learned in this chapter, how do you now know that God not only loves you, but also accepts you?

3. Although your forgiveness is once and for all time – past, present and future – why is it still essential for you to confess your sins?
